
 

We live in an era characterized by creativity. 
From organizational models emphasizing 
creativity as part of efficient corporate culture 
or as a tool for self-help, to commercials 
invoking it to sell products, creativity has the 
potential to become a solution for almost any 
predicament. This presentation looks at how 
discourses on creativity has been incorporated 
as part of the waging of war. Since the 
enlightenment era, war has been considered a 
phenomenon characterized by a tension 
between creativity and linear conduct, and the 
ideal military commander as someone with the 
vision to overcome this. By analysing 
contemporary military discourse, I set out to 
illustrate how it emphasizes war with a 
reference point in experimental artistry, often 
explicitly idealizing creativity as an objective. 
Drawing on this analysis I ask to what extent 
war as a continuation of creativity by other 
means risk spilling over into the global 
dimensions of social and political life. 
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