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Based on my research in Japan funded by the Humanities Center, I am presently focusing my research on the
subject of female political power in 17th— and 18th—century Kerala (Malabar, India), aiming to publish an article
on this topic within two years.
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* ‘Working together on the history of cross—cultural diplomacy’ [comparing VOC embassies to Japan and to
south Indian courts], at a Humanities Center event, 26 May 2022.

* ‘Hofreizen in south India as windows to the power of Indian courtiers’, at a Humanities Center event, 29
March 2023.

* 9 presentations on the structure and contents of VOC records concerning Kerala, at various universities,
congresses, and workshops in Kerala (Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, Kalady, Aluva, Paravur, Thalassery, Kozhikode),
9 January — 2 February 2023.
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My research at Tokyo University' s Historiographical Institute was part of a project with Daito Norifumi
(Historiographical Institute), focusing on hofreizen: embassies of the VOC (Dutch East India Company) to Asian
royal courts. While I stayed in Japan, I studied such embassies to courts in Kerala (Malabar, south India). During
the VOC’ s presence there (seventeenth—eighteenth centuries), Kerala consisted of about 50 kingdoms, with
which the Dutch maintained commercial and diplomatic relations and regularly exchanged embassies. The VOC
archives contain at least 50 reports of those embassies, mostly covering 20 to 30 pages. I transcribed or
summarized nearly 40 such reports, dating from the 1660s—1740s. In addition, I transcribed dozens of other VOC

documents, mostly memories van overgave (reports of departing Dutch governors) and correspondence, both
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internally and with Kerala rulers. These documents revealed a wealth of new information about politics, dynasties,
courts, warfare, diplomacy, ceremonial, temples, and so on in Kerala, as well as about the VOC’ s presence there
and its interaction with the region. My research also revealed the exceptional character of Kerala’ s VOC archives,
especially the very close, direct information they provide on the region, exemplified by a unique document
category specifically devoted to Kerala' s political developments (/n/andse dagregisters). 1 wholeheartedly thank

the Humanities Center for funding this unique research opportunity.
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