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Ai Kihara—Hunt, “Analysis of assumptions of UN policies on sexual exploitation and abuse”, Academic Council

on the United Nations System, Annual Meeting, June 2022

Ai Kihara—Hunt and Roisin Burke, “Peacekeeper Sexual Exploitation and Recent Developments and Cooperation
between UNAU Frameworks”, Academic Council on the United Nations System, Annual Meeting, June 2021
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Over the past couple of years Professor Kihara—Hunt and I have been working on a joint project on UN-AU
Partnership on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. The research examined policy and practice regarding SEA across
the UN and the AU peace operations, particularly focusing on recent developments in the AU’ s policies and
resultant SEA regulatory framework. The research was frustrated by the COVID situation, as we were unable to
conduct field trips and engagements as planned. Nevertheless, we continued working remotely on the project,
holding two virtual seminar events. The first, titled ‘Peacekeeper Sexual Exploitation and Abuse: Recent
Developments and Cooperation between UN-AU Frameworks,” took place on 20 November 2020, hosted by the
University of Tokyo' s Humanities Center. The second seminar (‘Recent shifts in the UN’ s Approach to
Accountability for Misconduct and Sexual Exploitation and Abuse’ ) took the form of an online presentation and
discussion with the UN SEA Victim’ s Rights Advocate, Jane Connor. This online event was held on 7 January
2022, again hosted by the University of Tokyo Humanities Center.

Resulting from the project, some of the project findings focusing on the AU’ s SEA policy and regulatory response
have been set out in a book chapter titled ‘An Alternative Approach: the AU’ s SEA Regulatory Framework’ .
This has been accepted for inclusion in the forthcoming (2023) edited book volume titled, Multidisciplinary Futures
of UN Peace Operations. Relatedly, contributing authors will part—take in a workshop at the University of Reading
in the UK on 18 November 2023. We will present our work virtually as part of a panel at this event. Drawing on
issues arising in the duration of research, we are in the process of drafting a second paper for publication in an
international journal. This examines issues regarding vetting and screening of peacekeeping personnel, the UN’ s
due diligence policy’ s application, and the re—hatting of peacekeepers from a regional organisation to a UN
operations, given complexities that arise in terms of dealing with conduct and discipline issues and possible

human rights violators in such contexts.



