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It has been a very productive journey to work with Professor Atsunobu Suzuki on this project. Our
collaboration on several related research questions started in 2018, before being awarded with the grant in 2019
by the Humanities Center at the University of Tokyo. We discussed and planned two lines of research, one has
been described in detail in Professor Suzuki’ s report, the other is a related project carried out at Bournemouth
University. Here 1 will give a few details about the latter, which investigated the relationship between face
perception and fiction reading. Although my research visit to Japan was delayed by two years due to the

pandemic, this project was able to continue without much interruption during this period. With the help of an
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outstanding undergraduate student, Jing—yin Wong, we were able to complete data collection just before the
onset of the pandemic. Bournemouth University participants were tested on their ability to remember faces, to
discriminate facial expressions, and their knowledge about famous fiction writers. The results showed that
students with good knowledge of author names also tended to have better ability to recognise faces and facial
expressions. We presented this finding to a conference of the Experimental Psychology Society (Wong et al.,
2021). We have since replicated the finding. Currently, my undergraduate and Master students are helping us
running a new experiment to determine whether the knowledge about fiction author names is only associated
with face recognition but not object recognition. Apart from this project, a very memorable experience was the
public lecture I delivered in Japan on the psychology of face perception. With the help of Professor Suzuki and

staff at the Humanities Center, the lecture generated a lot of interests among audience, and was well attended.



