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During my stay at The University of Tokyo from August to October 2022, I had the opportunity to work together
with Professor Isaka Riho. We continued our collaboration which had initially taken off in the framework of the
“Shaping Asia Network Initiative” (short: Shaping Asia). Shaping Asia is a network of researchers from Asian
countries and from Germany; it is funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Science
Foundation). Prof. Isaka and I opted for hosting one topical current of this network, namely the one on knowledge
circulation. We planned to organize three international workshops relating to this topic, but we had to reduce the
number to one digital workshop because of mobility restrictions during the COVID—19 pandemic. The digital
workshop in 2020, however, enabled us to gather a group of committed scholars who not only gave us valuable
online presentations, but also agreed to have their contributions published in a special issue of the SCOPUS-
listed journal “International Quarterly for Asian Studies” (IQAS). This special issue is forthcoming in late 2023.
The workshop also formed a platform for Prof. Isaka’ s and my subsequent research on how knowledge spreads
through translation. How does knowledge “move”, and how does it spread within Asia? Prof. Isaka’ s work on
India/South Asia perfectly complemented my own work on Japan and Southeast Asia. We engaged in intensive
discussions and made our studies available in various formats and publications. One of them is the HMC booklet

20 (see above). I cordially thank the HMC for this opportunity.



