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Shigeto Kikuchi, “A nest of (nests of?) legal compilations as a book: historical analysis of Paris, BnF, MS lat.
9654", at the international conference: Legal manuscripts in the Frankish world: Interdisciplinary approaches
to the formation and transformation of early medieval legal cultures (Sth-11th centuries) March 28, 2024, The
University of Tokyo.
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Shigeto Kikuchi, “King, law and ordeal: Paris, BnF, Lat. 4628 as a lawbook” at the international conference:
Legal manuscripts in the Frankish world and the transformation of early medieval legal cultures (Sth-11th
centuries), September 16, 2024, Universitat zu Kéln.
Shigeto Kikuchi, as a panelist of “Gesprachsrunde” with Karl Ubl (Moderator), Matthias Becher, Stefan Esders,
Mayke de Jong at the conference: Der Vielfalt Raum geben? Recht und Normierung in der Karolingerzeit,
September 16, 2024, Nordrhein-Westfalische Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Kiinste, Dusseldorf
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Stefan ESDERS:

During my stay at The University of Tokyo in March 2024, | had the opportunity to work together with Professor
Shigeto Kikuchi. We continued our collaboration within the project ,Legal pluralism in the Frankish kingdom
under Charlemagne and Louis the Pious (768-827): evidences in compilations of legal and normative texts”.
The paper | gave at Toyo University on the 25th of March was on “Legal pluralism in the early medieval period:
Overlap of crimes in ‘ecclesiastical” and ‘secular’ law, the combined application of both legal orders’ sanctions
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and collision rules between the two legal orders”. ‘Legal pluralism’ is a concept that refers to the co-existence
of legal norms that could overlap, but also contradict one another. One of its strengths is that it seeks to
address structural aspects and understand normative phenomena in a more complex way than traditional
concepts do which concentrate on one normative order alone. For the early medieval period, this concept
seems helpful to revisit the much-debated relationship between ‘ecclesiastical law’ and ‘non-ecclesiastical
law’ (or, indeed, to use a more problematic term, ‘secular law’). My main point was that these phenomena of
both separate and overlapping legal orders cannot really be understood systematically, but only historically.
They were the result of specific historical developments that had a long history and that ultimately originated
in the later Roman Empire, but became transformed in multiple ways over the centuries. As a consequence,
we can detect in several crimes an overlap, as they were both subject to ecclesiastical and to royally enforced
law, for instance adultery, parricide, incest, and treason, but also religious crimes such as magic, apostasy,
heresy. The combination of secular and ecclesiastical sanctions to punish those who had committed such a
crime, served to enforce these norms, but also betray an interest not only in the punishment of the crime, but
also in the correction of the perpetrator. To look at them by applying a concept of ‘legal pluralism’ thus allowed
to view these crimes and their sanctioning from two entirely different angles, two different ‘legal anthropologies’
so to speak. We have left the potential conflicts between secular and ecclesiastical law and the collision rules
that were introduced to solve them for our future discussion, but | should like to like to express my deep
gratitude to the Humanities Center of the University of Tokyo for giving me this opportunity to discuss these

questions within a group of highly interested younger scholars and well-established authorities in the field.

Karl UBL:

During my stay at The University of Tokyo in March 2024, | had the opportunity to work with Professor Shigeto
Kikuchi. We continued our collaboration, which started in 2020 as a joint project between the University of
Tokyo, the University of Cologne and the Free University in Berlin. In this international research project, we
organised regular online meetings twice a year to discuss the legal manuscripts in the Frankish world and the
transformation of early medieval legal cultures. We invited scholars from Japan, Italy, France, Austria, Germany,
the United Kingdom and the United States and asked them to present a single manuscript from the Carolingian
period. This research project culminated in two conferences, one in Tokyo and one in Cologne. A joint
publication of articles will be published documenting the results of this collaborative project. During our
meeting in Tokyo in March, we began discussing a new research project on early medieval legal pluralism. In
order to understand early medieval legal cultures, it is helpful to apply the concepts of legal pluralism and
multinormativity. This relates both to the competition between secular and canon law and to the divergence
between multiple ethnic legal traditions. Prof. Kikuchi's work on the missi dominici is essential in this respect.
We engaged in intensive discussions and planned our future collaboration. We thank the Humanities Center

for funding our discussions.



