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Press.
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(eds.) Discourse Particles in Asian Languages. London: Routledge.
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Nagaya, Naonori. 2022b. Directionals, topography, and cultural construals of landscape in Lamaholot. Linguistics
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Houston, Texas, USA
November 9, 2022

My recent tenure as a visiting fellow at the Humanities Center of the University of Tokyo was one of the most
rewarding opportunities in my career as a professional linguist. Thanks to the generous support of the Ushioda
Humanities Initiative, Dr. Naonori Nagaya, my host scientist, and [ were able to engage in several research
activities including public lectures, graduate seminars, joint workshops with a research project of the National
Institute of the Japanese Language and Linguistics (E3Z[EZERFZZAT), and fieldwork on the dialects of Kyasha,
Chagoku, and Shikoku. These activities were all centered on the question of the typology of nominalization in
the Asian context, as detailed in the proposal by the host scientist. In particular, we focused on east, south—
east, and south Asian languages including Japanese, Zauzou (Loloish language in China), Vietnamese, Thai, Indo—
Aryan languages Assamese, Bengali, Marathi, and Sinhala, as well as the Dravidian language Kannada. A
comparative study of these languages allowed us to draw a hypothesis on gender/classifier—based
nominalizations in terms of the hierarchy “NUM > DEM > GEN > ADJ > V—-based nominalizations”, which states
that numerals are the first to be nominalized by gender/classifier marking, followed by demonstratives, genitives,
adjectives, and verbal-based nominalizations. While understanding the nature (e.g., the cognitive underpinnings)
of the hierarchy requires more time, the hypothesis makes a giant step toward constraining the synchronic

distribution patterns and predicting future change in gender—/classifier—marked nominalizations.
Respectfully submitted,
Masayoshi Shibatani

Deedee McMurtry Professor Emeritus of Linguistics, Rice University

Professor Emeritus, Kobe University



