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HE 3L through the
shared experiences of reading Dutch

The organizers,

sources, have known each other for more
than ten years. This time we chose a
broader theme for the workshop than
the Dutch East India Company. Our
project has just published a book in
The
Correspondence between Crowns.

Japanese, English title being

Diplomatic practices in early modern
East and Southeast Asia have been
commonly understood through the
“tribute that
originally foreign

system,” a concept
referred to the

relations of the ancient Roman Empire
and later was applied to explain the
same in the Sinocentric world order. All
too often the concept is used to refer to

any diplomatic tradition outside the
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confines of modern Europe. We should
question whether the “tribute system”
sufficiently explains Asian ideas and
practices. Furthermore, although global
historians have increasingly criticized
and challenged Eurocentric world
histories, we must ask if we have in fact
developed an effective framework to
discuss the history of diplomacy from a
global perspective. The organizers of
this workshop suggest that we evade
nineteenth-century European
terminology and look for solutions to
these questions from within Asian
history.

The
correspondence between the rulers of
these The Thai

prarachasan (king’s letters) and the

workshop focuses on the

states. word
Japanese term kokusho (state letter)
possess a similar sense and historical
backgrounds. We do not intend to
restrict terminology: both prarachasan
and kokusho could denote a “state letter,”

» [13

“sovereign’s letter,” “royal letter,” or
“king’s letter” in English.

For rulers in early modern East and
Southeast Asia, the

missives and

exchange of
embassies was
instrumental to conducting diplomacy.
Letters

since

were particularly important

they were considered true
representations of the ruler’s own words,
whereas envoys served principally as
Formal relations

through
correspondence among monarchs and
The

multilateral

messengers. were

maintained frequent

rulers. organizers propose a

comparative and
connective approach to study not only
early modern intra-Asian diplomacy but
also Euro-Asian correspondence by
closely reviewing the cases of Siam and
neighboring states.

Siam faced not only the China Seas

but also the Indian Ocean, meaning that
we need to survey multiple sources from
Chinese, European, dJapanese and
Malay sources. In other words, we can
reconstruct Siam’s foreign relations
even though there are few extant
sources from the Siamese capital of
Ayutthaya in the Thai language. The

Japanese presenters tried to contribute

to this project of reconstruction.
Through such examination and
collaboration, we aimed to locate

Siamese subjectivity in its practice of
foreign relations.
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